
RESOURCES ON   
AFRICAN-AMERICAN INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS  

   
  

A list of current resources on African American inventors and inventions held at the Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library of the Illinois State Library. These items are available for 
circulation.  

   
   
Baker, Henry E. The Colored Inventor.  Salem, NH:  Ayer, 1992. ( 609.22 BAKE 1992 )  

  
Blacks in Science: Ancient and Modern.  Edited by Ivan Van Sertima.  New Brunswick, NJ:  

Transaction Publishers, 2001, c1983. ( 509.6 BLAC )  
   

Burt, McKinley Jr.  Black Inventors of America.  Portland: National Book Co, 1989.  
( 926.6048 BURT )  

  
Diggs, Irene.  Black Innovators.  Chicago:  Institute of Positive Education, 1975.   

 ( 608.7 DIGG )   
   
Gates, Henry Louis. Little Known Black History Facts. Vol. 1. Oak Brook, IL: McDonald's 

Corp, 2000. ( 970.004 LITT 2000 )   
                                                                                                                                       

Gates, Henry Louis. Little Known Black History Facts. Vol. 2.  Oak Brook, IL: McDonald's 
Corp, 2000. ( 970.004 LITT 2000 )  

   
Gibbs, Carroll R . Black Inventors: From Africa to America: Two Million Years of Invention 

and Innovation.  Silver Spring, MD:  Three Dimensional Publishing, 1995.  ( 609.2273 
GIBB )  

  
A Guide to Information on Black Scientists and Inventors.  [Washington, DC: District of 

Columbia Public Library, 1985].  (0 16.608 GUID )  
   

Hayden, Robert C.  Nine African American Inventors.  Frederick, MD:  Twenty-First Century 
Books, 1992.  ( 509.2273 HAYD )  

   
James, Portia P.  The Real McCoy: African-American Invention and Innovation, 1619-1930.    

Washington, DC:  Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989. ( 609.22 JAME )  
  
Russell, Dick.  Black Genius and the American Experience.  New York:  Carroll & Graf 

Publishers, 1999.  (973 RUSS)  
   

Sluby, Patricia Carter. The Inventive Spirit of African Americans: Patented Ingenuity.  
Westport, CT:  Praeger, 2004.  ( 604.8996 SLUB )  

   
Webster, Raymond B.  African -American Firsts in Science and Technology.  Detroit:  Gale 

Group, 1999.  ( 508.996 WEBS )  
   

  
  

http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105160341&PID=26927&SA=609.22+BAKE+1992
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105160111&PID=26927&SA=509.6+BLAC
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105160438&PID=26927&SA=926.6048+BURT
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105161013&PID=26927&SA=608.7+DIGG
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105161415&PID=26927&SA=970.004+LITT+2000
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105161415&PID=26927&SA=970.004+LITT+2000
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105161653&PID=26927&SA=609.2273+GIBB
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105161653&PID=26927&SA=609.2273+GIBB
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105154855&PID=21726&SA=016.608+GUID
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105162315&PID=5605&SA=509.2273+HAYD
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105162514&PID=5605&SA=609.22+JAME
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050105163032&PID=5605&SA=604.8996+SLUB
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050106085913&PID=1742&SA=508.996+WEBS


   
VIDEOS  

   
   

From Dreams to Reality: A Tribute to Minority Inventors.   United States:  EVKO 
Productions, [1986]  ( VIDEOCASSETTE C21.2:IN8X )  

   
Minority Inventors: America's Tapestry of Innovation.  Washington, DC:  United States 

Patent and Trademark Office,  [2002] ( VIDEOCASSETTE C 21.2:IN 8xm )  
   
    

WEBSITES  
   

Inventions and Patents of African-Americans – 19th Century.   St Louis: The St Louis Public 
Library, http://www.slpl.lib.mo.us/libsrc/inv19.htm
     
Inventions and Patents of African-Americans - 20th Century.  St Louis: The St Louis Public 
Library, http://www.slpl.lib.mo.us/libsrc/inv20.htm

  

http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050106090107&PID=1742&SA=C21.2:IN8X
http://library.ilcso.illinois.edu/isl/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20050106090256&PID=1742&SA=C+21.2:IN+8xm
http://www.slpl.lib.mo.us/libsrc/inv19.htm
http://www.slpl.lib.mo.us/libsrc/inv20.htm

